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The Patchogue Post Office is located at 1/0 East Main Street on
the most important street of the Suffolk County village of Patchogue,
New York. The post office is surrounded by residential and commercial
buildings. To the west is a long row of one-story commercial
buildings; to the east is a two-story frame residence now converted
for commercial use. Across East Main Street is a five-story brick
apartment house. The post office is set back from the sidewalk on
a modestly landscaped plot. A parking lot at the rear of the building
is entered through a driveway on Terry Street, which runs parallel
to East Main Street. The post office retains its integrity to a
high degree on both the exterior and interior. This nomination
includes one contributing building.

The Patchogue Post Office is a symmetrical limestone-clad
building that is dominated by a projecting entrance pavilion that
rises above the remainder of the building. This temple-like pavilion
has a shallow peak roof. The entrance is reached via a flight of
four granite steps (replaced in 1956) flanked by original aluminum
lamps set on granite pedestals. The original aluminum doors were
removed in 1964 and replaced by the present aluminum doors. These
inappropriate doors are set within an aluminum grille with an ornate,
tylized Neoclassical border. Above the entrance is a magnificent
clock with complex aluminum detail. The entrance ensemble is flanked
by narrow colonnettes and is topped by a refined splayed lintel with
alternatinglﬂmj@ﬂﬁﬂg'vnussoirs; A flat band with raised aluminum
lettering reading "UNITED STATES POST OFFICE" and two stars runs
above the lintel. Above this is a deeply carved relief frieze with
three scenes representing modes of transportation. Each scene is
separated by a sculpted coin. To the left is land transportation
with a train engine and a truck; in the center is air tramsport with
a dirigible and airplanes; to the right is water transport with an
ocean liner being directed by a tug. Shields are carved on the side
facades. The parapet of the central pavilion has a carved eagle
with outstretched wings which holds a shield.

To either side of the entrance pavilion are five rectangular
window bays, each outlined with an ornate aluminum grille and featuring
vertical bars which cover multi-paned double~hung wood sash. Each
window has a subtle splayed lintel with a modest keystone that supports
a refined cornice and parapet. There is a subtle quoining effect at
either end of the front facade. On the side elevations are single
large windows flanked by narrow slit windows; another window 1s set
to the rear of these groups. Beyond the front section of the post
of fice is a recessed five-bay-deep brick wing. It has large windows
with multi-paned sash. The rear facade has a projecting two-story
central section with an open loading platform on the first floor.
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The building is entered through a modest vestibule of mahpgany
and glass. The lobby is rectangular and extends across the seven
central bays of the main facade. Its floor is of quarry tile; its
wainscot is of dill green faience tile with a black tile base and
chair rail; and its walls, ceiling, and cornice are plaster. Aluminum
vents and radiator grilles are located throughout the room. Over
the main entrance is a bas relief sculpture of a stylized eagle.

Other original features include one large customer table with a
three-pedestal base, woodwork, and lock boxes. The screenline has
been altered and the lighting is a later addition.
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The Patchogue Post Office is architecturally significant as an
extremely fine example of a public building designed in a monumental
Neoclassically derived style with refined Art Deco ornamentation.
Although the building is rather small, its austere massing, dominated
by a highly ornamented entrance pavilion, gives it a sense of
grandeur not often seen on buildings of its size. The post office
is one of a small number of architecturally distinctive federal
buildings designed by private architects as consultants to the
Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department. 1In this case,
the post office was the work of John Van Pelt. It was designed in
1931-2 and constructed in 1932-2 during the time of a major increase
in public buildings programs which were initiated in order to
alleviate unemployment caused by the Great Depression. The basic
form of the Patchogue Post Office follows the Neoclassical tradition
of most other post offices built in the 1930's, with its symmetrical
composition and projecting central pavilion, but this somewha.t simple
design was transformed into a modern composition by the oversized
window openings and Art Deco embellishments. Although Art Deco-inspired
ornamentation was used occasionaly on New York State post offices, it
was rarely as fully developed as that of the Patchogue Post Office.
The elaborate cast-aluminum grilles over the entrance and windows
and the crisply carved frieze around the entrance pavilion are of
exceptionally high quality and contribute to the building's uniqueness
and importance.

Patchogue, located on the south shore of Long Island facing Great
South Bay, was settled before the Revolutionary War. Early industry
in the town included oystering, fishing, and shipbuilding. Later,
mills, forges, and tanneries opened in the wvicinity and the community
prospered. The first post office was established in Patchogue in
1802. The Long Island Railroad and Long Island Expressway linked
Patchogue to New York City and caused major growth in the community
in the twentieth cnetury.

A permanent post office for Patchogue was first authorized under
the Public Buildings Act of 1926, but no building was erected and it
had to be reauthorized in 1931. The building erected with this
authorization was located in an area adjacent to both commercial and
residential structures and replaced two houses, R.W. Erickson of
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Philadelphia was the general contractor. The Patchogue Post Office was
one of the first buildings authorized after the Public Buildings Program
was expanded in 1931 in response tO the extensive unemployment caused

by the onset of the Great Depression. It was among 13 New York
State post offices on which construction began in 1932 (only five post
offices had been built in the previous year). The building was also

one of the first designed in New York by a consulting architect and not
by the office of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury. A 1930
amendment to the Public Buildings Act of 1926 permitted the Supervising
Architect to hire outside consultants to design buildings. This
measure was planned to alleviate unemployment among architects. The
consulting architects had to work within the guidelines set by the
Post Office Department. The detail of these buildings, including that
at Patchogue, is often of exceptional quality, but in plan, they follow
the traditional post office layout of a modestly sized public lobby
entered through a vestibule, a postmaster's office, and a large work room.
Besides the Patchogue building, other notable New York State post offices
designed by consulting architects include those at Scarsdale (Schultze
& Weaver, 1937-38), Glen Cove (Delano & Aldrich, 1931-32), Jamaica
(Cross & Cross, 1932-34), Hempstead (Tooker & Marsh, 1931-33), Oyster

y (Bottomley, Wagner & White, 1935-36), and Garden City (Walker &

bG1llette, 1936). These are all included in the thematic nomination.

The New York architect John V. Van Pelt was commissioned to design
the new Patchogue Post Office. John Vredenburgh Van Pelt (1874-1962)
was born in New Orleans and studied architecture at the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts and the Ecole des Arts Decoratif in Paris. In 1895 he
became the first American to receive the title of Architect Diplome
par le Gouvernment and in 1896 and 1897 he won additiomal honors. In
the United States Van Pelt taught architecture at Cormnell, Columbia,
the University of Pennsylvania, and Cooper Union. He designed many
public and institutional buildings including the Church of the Guardian
in the Chelsea section of Manhattan, sanitoria in Otisville and Liberty,
New York, and the village hall and the library in Patchogue. The two
Patchogue buildings were designed prior to the post office, and the
success of these works undoubtedly led to Van Pelt's receiving the
post office commission.

The exterior of Van Pelt's building is unusual for a small post
office. 1Its boldly scaled and austere form highlighted with relief
sculpture, aluminum grilles and a clock have a monumentality that 1is
more closely akin to the design of contemporary banks, such as the East
River Savings Bank on Church Street in Manhattan and the Dollar Savings
Bank on the Grand Concourse in the Bronx. The limestone building is

symmetrically massed. Although it is only one story tall, the scale
of the large window and doorway openings and the massing of the entrance
'ilion lend it a grandeur that belies its modest dimensions. The

Neoclassical features of the exterior, such as the splayed window lintels,
the projecting voussoirs of the entrance, the colonnettes that flank
the entry and templelike central pavilion are all executed in the
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refined manner that was popular on late Classical Revival buildings of
the 1930s. The refined, almost stylized, quality of the design lends it
a somewhat Art Deco character which can be compared with similarly
refined detailing on the Hempstead and Garden City post offices (both
included in the thematic nomination.) The sculpted frieze on the
entrance pavilion, designed by the New York firm Saldarini & Pucci and
produced by the Indian Hill Stone Co. of Bloomington, Indiana, has an
Art Deco flavor. The frieze represents aspects of land, sea, and air
travel. Each of the scenes is separated by coins (the heads of Mercury
dimes and Buffalo nickels are among the coins used). The use of sculpted
relief panels was popular during the 1930's and can be seen on the
Hempstead, Scarsdale, Malone, Church Street Station and Bronx Post
Offices. (These are all included in the thematic nomination except

the Bronx Post Office, which is National Register listed.) The theme

of various modes of transportation, and, thus, of various ways of
shipping mail, is also found on the relief panels at Scarsdale. Of
special interest on the Patchogue Post Office is the stylized aluminum
grille and its related clock, located at the entrance. This metal

work is extremely sophisticated and is unique on New York State's

L st offices. These elements were manufactured by Northern Studies

f Astoria, New York.

The interior of the post office is laid out in a utilitarian fashion
with no ceremonial spaces. The public lobby, where postal business 1is
transacted, is rectangular, large in size, but restrained in decoration.
It is entered through a vestibule and is flanked by a postmaster's
of fice and a money order and registry room. A large work room is located
to the rear. The interior detail is extremely simple. The most
notable feature of the interior is a bas relief sculpture of an eagle
over the entrance.
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